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Mawson'’s ship the Aurora and Mertz Glacier, Frank Hurley

Xavier Mertz in an icy ravine near Cape Denison, Frank Hurley
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Landing stores and equipment, Cape Denison, Frank Hurley
Raising the wireless mast, Cape Denison, Frank Hurley
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Magnetograph House, Frank Hurley
Sledging on the plateau, Frank Hurley

Night watchman returning from his rounds, Frank Hurley
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Blizzard January 1998, image by Alasdair McGregor

Mawson's Huts Foundation

The Mawson’s Huts Foundation’s mission statement is to
“conserve in perpetuity for the Australian people the unique,
historical buildings known as Mawson’s Huts, base for one
of the most significant expeditions in Antarctic history”

Since 1997 it has organised and financed six major
expeditions to Cape Denison to ensure the fragile wooden
buildings remain as a vital reminder of this important

part of Australia’s history. Working with the close and

full co-operation of the Australian Antarctic Division of

the Department of Environment and Water Resources,

the Foundation has a long term care and maintenance
programme.

Under a series of Government approved works programmes,
the expeditions have re clad the roof of the main hut which
consists of the living quarters and the workshop area. The
frame is made from Oregon and clad in tongue and groove
Baltic Pine with little or no insulation material added. It has a
distinctive pyramidal roof over a square plan with verandahs
on three sides enclosed to provide storage and insulation
space. Its survival in what is officially the windiest place in
earth at sea level attests to the merit of Mawson’s design
and its great strength of structure.

The other structures consist of the Absolute Magnetic

Hut which is now in ruins, with the roof lost, the walls
largely collapsed and ice filled. Magnetograph House is still
intact and largely ice free with a new roof courtesy of the
Foundation’s 1997-98 expedition.

The Transit Hut, although still standing, is in poor condition
with sections of the walls eroded. Also of great importance
is the Memorial Cross erected in memory of expedition
members Belgrave Ninnis and Xavier Mertz who perished
in 1913. The cross arm which fell many years ago has also
been restored by the Foundation to its original position.

All original roof material laid by the AAE has been preserved
with the new cladding using Baltic Opine of exactly the same
dimension and from the same source in Finland, carefully
placed over the old fabric.

The Foundation continues to explore relationships with
corporations and institutions to support the existing
programme and to consider the initiation of new projects
in coming years. As the AAE relied on its sponsors and
supporters in 1911, the Foundation is also reliant on
sponsors to ensure the success of its work.

Mawson’s 1911-14 expedition had a budget of just over
48,000 sterling (the equivalent of just under $3 million
Australian dollars in today’s terms). It was a remarkable
achieverment for a man who was more comfortable

exploring than seeking sponsors. He convinced over 300
organisations and individuals to participate by donating cash,
goods and services and the Foundation is continuing the
tradition in this regard.

The Australian Government recently announced a special
$A1.3 million grant which will fund expeditions to Cape
Denison for four years leading up the centenary of Mawson’s

departure for Antarctica in December 1913 with additional
support from the Australian Antarctic Division of
the Department of Environment and Water Resources.

However additional funding and sponsorships are required
and funds are now being raised for the construction

of a laboratory at Cape Denison to allow for specialist
conservationists to recover and treat the thousands of
artefacts including food, books, magazines, personal effects,
equipment and clothing left behind on the departure of the
AAE in December 1913.

This project alone will take years as the task of recovering,
examining, photographing, logging into a data date and then
treating each item before replacing it in its original position as
it was left almost 100 years ago, is tedious and slow.

Several of Mawson'’s original sponsors who helped build the
huts are now engaged in the Foundation’s work to conserve
these wonderful structures-a relationship with the Antarctic
spanning nearly 100 years. The Foundation has set a goal
of building a Trust Fund with a minimum of three million
Australian dollars during the next two years. The proceeds
from this exhibition will contribute to that.
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